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| | Should not have preſumed upon this ſo great an Under- 

= taking, knowing my own Weakneſs; But ſeeing many 

| People ſo much Diſſatisfied by reaſon of the Diſcourſe and 

Thoughts of Aboliſhing and Abrogating the Penal Laws 

and Teſts, becauſe they think that zo Law can be Equiva- 

lent to them for our future Securicy For that is the very 
next Qneſtion that follows in courſe, when we talk of Aboliſh» 

ing the ſaid Laws and Teſts z What Security ( ſay they ) can be 

zven to the Proteſtant Religion, to keep 4 from being Over-run 

| with POPERT? So that a ſatisfatory Anſwer to this com- 

mon Query, ſeems to be the main Thing that has been wanting 


and is yer ſtill wanting. And _ I thought it Conyeni- 
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moſt unworthy , and unkit for it 


% 


-. 1H. 
ent tocaſt in my Mite, If it niay be accepted , thongh I amthe 


gladly ſerve God and-the-King ', and-my Country alfo:-- if hap” 
pily God may give his Bleſſing upon this rough-hewn Diſcourſe, 


However,  wovld very. 


which is not garniſhed with Rhetorick , nor embelliſhed with - 
Learning and Parts. But there are ſome Pcople in the World - 
perhaps,, that can ynderſtand this plain Talk , who cannot.ſo . 


well comprehend the high Notions of the Learned. 
- Therefore ſeeing his Majeſty has been fo Generous.,..and ſo 
Benignly kind , as to extend his UnparallelPd Clemency and 


Goodneſs unto us , not only ingiving ys this Free and General : 


Toleration for every Man to ſerve Gad according to their ſe- 


veral Perſwaſions ; hut alfo if his Fatherly Offer to his People , . 


and Reſolution in Himſelf to turn the ſaid Liberty into a Magna 


Charta , which -iz.to ſecure it unto us and our Poſterity after his . 


Majeſty*s Reign ; and to put it out of the Power, Policy, and 


Intereſt of His Succeſſors, ever to attempt the. Alteration ; 


thereof. 


And ſince I have ( # I miſtakenot ) faund out an Old Magn - 
Charta of about 2200 Years old , which ( if his moſt Excellent - 


Majeſty and Two Houſes of Parliament agree in it, (or ſomewhat - 


equivalent to it) may fit and ſujrt'with our preſent Occaſion and + 
Purpoſe. Which I therefore humbly preſent unto your Serious - 
Conſideration; For what Ihave doney--havedone to quiet and - 


' ſtif+the-Minds of 'thoſe Peopte that are willing to bave the Que- 


ition aforeſaid anſwered in 2ny meaſure, by way of Suppoſition z 
And alſo to prepare them for to chooſe Honeſt able Men to fit in 


Parliament, ſuch as may be as willing to have all theſe Sinful 


Inaſnaring Laws and Teſts Aboliſhed, as his Majeſty himfelf- is 3 


Which if they remain, now God hath deteCted them,and laid all . 


that Myſtery of Iniquity open to the face of the Sun , we may 
expect ſome dreadful Judgment to come upon us; For Refor- 
mation or Deſolation will follow upon the great ſearch that 
God hath made into theſe Abominations, 1/az. 20. 142. Pſa. 49- 

Fa the firſt place then, My dear Countrymen ! What is the 


matter -with the Lowing, of the Oxen, and the Bleating of the + 


Sheep in our Ears What is the matter that there is ſuch an Out- 


cry both in City and Country, eſpecially by thoſe whom Parſon - 


Demetrins mounts on the Blind-ſide with his great Gown full of 


Fears and Fealouſies , Ft. $. 31, and ſpurs them on ſo furiouſly , 


that 
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' that he rides them;ont of their Senſesz and puts themrinto a Pa- 
nick fear about -parting with the ſinful Penal Laws and. Teffs, 
and as great a Heat. and Rage as: thoſe Crafts-men were in, .in 
St. Paul's time, Atts 21. 28. Crying out, Men of Iſrael, help: 
T bis is the Man that teacheth all men every where againſt the People, 
and Law: 'Adts 19, 25:.27-- Sirs, ye know that. by this Craft we 
hive our Wealth : So.that not only this our.Craft 5 in; danger to be 
ſer at nought,, &c. Or like him-that cried" out, They hed ſtolen 
away his Gods, Jndg: 18.. 24... peate 4þ 

'+ What is the reaſon, I.ſay, that ſo many People are ſo: much 
perplext about theſe Penal Laws and Teſts, for fear that thoſe 
Gate of Braſs, and' thoſe barrs of Iron ſhould be- broke in 
Pieces, Ard cut in ſunder by our Cyrus, Wa. 45. 1,'2-: 

The preat Bigbear Reaſon for it, I find, is'this;: Say they, 
Tf. the Penal Laws and Teſts be Ab-liſhed, there cannot be the 
Like Expedient for Secnr:ty to the Proteſtant Religion found ous 
and inventcd, eſpecially as. that of the Teſts, which are of. 500 
Pounds walue, and about Ten or Fifteen Tears ſtanding ;, for 
zf theſe Laws and Tiſts ſhould be Abcliſhed, what Security can 
there be given to the Proteſtant Religion, to keep that from falling ? 
How can any Law be made that ſhall prevent the Diſſolution of that 
Parliament that deſtroyed theſe Laws and Teſts, and the Chooſing 
of a Popiſh Parliament, that will Aboliſh and Repeal all thoſe Laws 
that they ſhall make, though Incorporated in that very Bill of Avo= 
lit ion that us fo? our Security and Preſervation, and.to bring in Po= 
pery, and ſet it up by Law? &c. | | 
This is the full force of the Objeftion ; Now ?tis very ſtrange 
that one Litrle Gentleman.could find out and $nyent ſuch a rare 
Expedient or Engine to Baracado the Komaniſts out of the Go- 
vernment, and alſo other Teſts that were Invented to keep out 
all other D:/enreys out of the Government in the moſt material 
parts of jt, in caſe they would not. firſt Abandon. and Acquit 
their Profeſſion, or at leaſt do by. their. Religion as Abraham 
did by his Servants, when he went to Offer that Bloody Sacri- 
ficeas he thought ; Stay you here ( ſays he ) while I go and 
Sacrzfice,. and-I will come unto you. again, Gen. 12:5. So: they 
Poſt - pon'd Religion and Conſcience. They - muſt acquic 
their Profeſſion and become Members of their National Syna- 
gogne or Church ( as they call it) though not comprehending a 
third of the Nation, before they could be admitted into thei 


{%4) "#0 
Govrernment; And cannot all the Wits of the Nation Afem- 
bled in "Parliament, find out-an Expedient or Way, to keep 
every May within Bounds, that they ſhall not deſtroy one anq- 
ther, 1ſai. 6F. 25. 
I grant indeed, that there can be no Law made to preyent 
the Diſſolution..of the ſaid Paxliament, for that licth in the 


Kings Breaſt, and it would be an-Infringment on his Preroga- 


tive, But what of all that ? There may be Laws made and In- 
corporated into the very Body of the Billof Abolition, that 
may prevent 4 Popiſh Parliament as much as 4 Presbyterian Pare 
-liament for ever being Choſen, unleſs the Proteſtants do Chooſe 
them themſelves, that is, the moſt part of them. But 
there is a way to prevent them or any other, in caſe it ſhould be 
ſo, as you ſhall hear by and by. | 

There may be Laws made that we need no more fear the Pa- 
> ffs than the Quakers; nor the Church. of England men, any 
more than the Antipedobaptifts ; nor the Congregational Men, 
than the Presbyterians ; but all may agree and feed together in 
the Diſh of the Civil Government, {/as. 65. 25. without mo- 
Icfting or diſturbing-one another, and every man injoy his own 
Perſwaſion, apart and diſtin, from thoſe that are not of the 
ſame 2pprehenſions with him, ſeeing every man. muſt give an 
account to God of himſelf ; Micha. 4. 3, 4, 5- Anda many Na- 
tions ſhall come and ſay, Come andiet us go up. to the Mountain of 
the Lord, and tothe houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach 
4 of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: For the Law ſhall 
go forth of Sion, and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem. 

And be ſhall judge among many People,. and rebuke ſtrong Na- 


ti0ns afar off, and they ſhall beat their Swords into Plow-ſjuares, and. 


ther Spears imo Pruning-hooks : Nation ſhall not lift up Sword 
againſt Nation, neither fhop they Learn War any mare. 

But they ſhall fit every man under bis Vine, and under his Fig-tree, 
and none ſhall make them afraid : For the Mouth of the Lord of 
Hoſts bath ſpoken it. | = 


But Secondly, 1 know the grand Plea is this; Namely, That 
there can'be no Expedient found out like unto this Teſt of 50g 
Pound price, to keep the Romeniſts within Bounds, but that 
they will break ont and become Rampant, and Uſurp a Power 


and 
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and Dominion over our Conſciences, and trample all our Liber» 
tics and Priviledges under foot, both as Men and Chriſtians. 
This would be ſad indeed, were it true ;- But 1 hope.the Cafe 
is not altogether ſo deſperate. It would not become a Perſon: 
| of: my mean condition to Preſcribe to the grand Council of. the 


Nation, particular Schemes or Methods in ſo Important an Af+ 
fair. But I may modeſtly crave keave to ſay, That in my hum- 
| ble Opinion; we have an excellent Preſident given above 2000. 
Vears ago,- and Recorded for our Iaftru&ion ja Holy Scripture. - 

Afﬀter Cyrw, by his Prerogative, had given the People of 
God, the Fews, their Liberty, he bid- them get the ſame made 
mto.a _—_ Charta 5 A Law made to ſecure them in it ; Even 
EI as his preſent Gracious Majeſty dots te all the Diſſenters of this- 

| day. And as wa might be Typicalof his Majeſty, and the-. . 

Condition of the Captive Jews ( the Diſſenters of that day ) 
when King Cyr«s came to the Crown, Ezra 1: 1, 2, 3, 4- Might 
be a lively Type of our Difſenters Captive, Miſerable ſtate, and 
that forlorn Condition his preſent Majeſty found them in when 
he came to the Crown, viz. -A Peeple robbed and ſpoiled ;- they- 
were all of them ſnared in Holes, and bid in Priſon-bouſes ;, they: 
1 were for 4 prey, and none. delivered; for a ſpoil; and. none ſaid, 
Reſtore, lai. 42- 22: | ; 

Even ſo the Decrees for the Die Obſervation and Inviolable 
KEEPINS of ſuch Liberty. may likewiſe be: Typical unto us: 

"EP 
Now here-is the Law and the Penalty annexed unto it, Ezra: 
G- 9, 10, 11, 12, Let it be given them day by day without fail -- 
That they may offer Sacrifices of ſweet Savours unto the Godof Hea- 
ven, and pray for the Life of the King and of his Sons. 

Alſo I have made a Decree, That whoſoever ſhall ALTER: 
THIS-W ORD, Let Timber be pulled down from his Houſe, 
and being ſet up, Lethimbe HANGED. thereon, and his Houſe 
be made 4 Dunghill for this. | 

And the God that hath cauſed his Name to dwelt” there, Deſtroy: 
ah ings and People that ſhall put to- their hand to Alter and to de- 
ftroy. this Houſe of God, which is at Jeruſalem: 1 Darius have: 
anade a Decree, Let it be done with ſpeed. 

Mark-ye, The King required it to be done with ſpeed ; there-- 
fore the more ſpeedy our King is inthis Good Work which ly- 
eth before him; the nearer he-comes up in reſomplance unto this 
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'Great and Noble Prince; And the ſame is further backed and 
corroborated in Ezra 7. 26. Wheſoever will iot-do the Law of thy 
God, - and the Lawof: the King. MI SO LL ONEHLS 

- Mark, Here this King makes a Diſtinion' between'Religion, 
which is more particularly the Law of God, and the Civil Go- 
vernment,. which he called the Law: of the-King ; which ſounds 
not-much unlike thar'Exhortation of the Apoſtle St. Perer, Fear 
God,  Hotour +he King. This Noble King here made a difference 
between the Lawg of God, and the Laws of Man; Even as our 


- moſt Generous Minded Prince 'has done in his Gracious Decla- 


ration. ' | But the Church of England: are for twiſting them to- 


. gether. 


Let Fndgment be Executed ſpeedily upon him, whether it be un= 


- to Death, cor to-Baniſhment, or to' Confiſcation of Goods, or to Im-' 
; priſonment. | | 


I think here are Laws fufficient to keep every man within his 
due Bounds, let him be of what Religion or Perſwaſion he will. 
And-if the Romaniſts are now ſhy of coming. into: Offices or 


'Places of Truſt, for fear of ranting the hazard of forfeiting 500 ' 
-Ponnds,' -when there is no: Death'in that Pot, but only appre- 
henſions of an Afrer-reckoningz much more-will fuch Dread to 


alter a Law or Laws thar might be made after- this manner, for 
the ſame Reaſon, when there ſhould be-Dearh in'the Pot, and 
Confiſcation of -Goods to boot. . . | | 
I told yon 1 was not for Dittating to my Superiors ; But ſince 
Pcople are {o- eager in calling for Inſtances, 1 hope | may, with- 
out Offence, make two or three innocent Propoſ?Is, by way -of 
Snppoſirion, which in my poor conceit, when elahorated and 
digeſted into apt Form, and dnely fenc?d with neceſſary Pro-' 
viſo's, might effeftually ſecure all ovr Fears, or at leaſt be a far 
better Gnard for or Liberties, Religious, 2nd Ciyily than 
theſe Teſts.” ' For Example ; 1 _- 
Suppoſe a Law were Made and Provided, That if any Sheriff 
or other Officer or Perſons, to whom it helongs to rerurn Mem- 
bers of Parliament , ſhould make a falſe Return, That then 
the ſaid Sheriff, or other Perſons Houſe or Houſes, ſhould he . 
pulled down, _ and a Gallows fhovld be made atid-eretted 'of the*+ 
Timber thereof, and the Sheriff or other Offanders- ſo- Con- 
victed, Caſt and Condemned; ſhohld be -hanged! thereon z-and. 
his or tk*ir Heuſe or Hoaſes be made a Dungbill, . and all = E- 
Ww ate 
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" Rate in Lands, Houſes, : Goods or Chattles, to be-forfeited to 
the Poor of the ſaid County or Corporation where the Crime 
aforeſaid was committed;and al) this without anyReprieve,Par- 
don, Nols Proſegui, or Benefit of the Clergy, in this great Emer- 

ency.; And alſo that the ſaid Perſon or Perſons ſo unduely 

eturned, it it be done with their privity, to undergo the 
like Penalty, for accepting of it, and for .that he himſelf did 
not look to it to prevent it, by Teeing that himſelf was duly 
Elected and legally Choſen z and both theſe to be tryed in the 
County or Corporation where the Fa&t was committed, and he 
er they that was {egally Choſen to ſit in the Parliament Houſe. 


Secondly, That in caſe any Perſon or Perſons ſhall be found 
vilty of giving Brihes to the People to purchaſe their Votes in 
vour of any, that they might be choſen Parliament Men, . ei- 
ther in Meat, Drink, or Moneys, or Moneys-worth, in Cloath= 
ing, or any other kind of Goods or- Chattels ; or to uſe any 
kind of Arts or Tricks by Promiſes from them, or by others 
hands, of what they will do for them, or the like; 'then the 
ſaid Party ſo found guilty of giving Bribes in Manner and Form 
aforeſaid, ſhonld have a ſevere Puniſhment inflited upon him 
and them ſo offending : And alſo all they that fiould be found 

uilty of receiving of. any Bribes upon this account, ſhould be 
everely puniſhed both in Body and Purſe, and rendred uncapa- 
ble thereby, ever to have a Vote in chooling of Members of 
Parliament again, for this is near of kin to, and almoſt as bad 
as the making a falſe Return is ; and therefore their puniſhment 
ought to be accordingly in proportion ; And this would won- 
derfully prevent all fraudulent undue EleCtions,- which have 
been a very great Evil among us: - + | 

2. Suppoſe further, Thar it ſhould be further Provided, 

That the Criminals ſhould not be tryed inthe Parliament Houſe, 
nor by the Parliament, leſt the major part of them ſhould be 
ſo unduely choſen themſelves ; but by ſome ether ways or means, 
in the ſame Connty where the ſaid Offence was committed ; 
with an AC of Parliament to appoint how, and by whom they 
ſhould be tryed, to prevent packt Jurics, and Corrupt Judges 


and Judgment in the ſaid Tryal. 


C Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, That incaſe any Member in Parliament, whether: 
Lord or Commoner, that ſhoutt& bac ſo much as Move or Men- 
tion any thing in the Houſe, or out of the Houſe of Parliament, 
that may tend 'to- the Violating or Altering of the ſaid" Liberty: 


. and Property of the Subje&, in point of Liberty of Conſcience 


in Matters of meer Religion ; or chat ſhould bur Atr the 
breaking in upor-one anothers Righits and Priviledges in this- 
kind, ſhoufd undergo the fame Penalty as was propoſed to be- 
inflicted en the Sheriff aforeſaid in caſe of a falſe Rerurn. 


Fourthly, In caſe any Perſon or Perſons ſhonld attempt to ſet: 
up one Party. above another, by Violating the ſaid” Magna- 
Cbarta, in.this caſe let them alfo undergo the ſame puniſhment. 


Fifthly, In caſe any other Parties ont of the Honſe, whether 
Eord or Commoner, Spiritual or Temporal, in whatſoever ca-- 
pacity, ſhall Conſpire or Endeayour the Alteration of the ſaid; 
Hagna Charts, this belng proved upon him or them, then the 
faid Party or Parties ſo found guilty, ſhould undergo the ſame 
puniſhment with the guifty Sheriff aforefaid, or with King Da- 
ris Decree, Ezra. 6: 12: And the God that has canjed his 
Name to dwell there, deitroy all Kings and People that ſhall put to- 
their hand to Alter and Deſt this Prowſe of God whith is at Je- 
ruſalem : 7 Darius bave made 4 Decree, Let it be done with ſpeed. 

Mark how hearty this Noble Prince was: in this, though of- 
another Religion quite different from the Fews, yet-he took care 
that the Law for their Religious Liberty ſhould be ſoeſtabliſhed;. 
thar his Succeffours ſhonld not alter it without danger of their 
ewn Deſtruction. 

Now ſuch a Law to us would be more Efficacious than: a Sin« 
ful Teſt of Five hundred Pounds price, where there is nothing: 
Capital ia the caſe, for as the Devit faid to Fob, Skin for hin, 
and all that a Man hatch, will he give for bis Life, Job 2+ 4- 


S:xthly, Suppoſe there were a ſevere Lay made againſt Pey« 
jury, — (which has been one main Engine whereqnto we 'owe 
mrch- of our Miſery ) That if any Perſon or Perſons were found 
guilty of corrupt wilful Perjxry againſt any Perſon or Perſony, 
then whatſoever Dzmage this Perjured Perſon or Perſons _ 

Sarn 


_ _—_ | 
;Qath would have brought upon the [nnocent ſo Sworn againſt, 
.the ſame ſhould be inflited or execated vpon the ſaid Perjured 
Perſon, whether ic was for Life, or Liberty, or Eſtate, or 
thereof, as Moneys, or any other part of his, or her, ortheir 
Eſtate ; and if they were Poor, then to undergo fome ſevere 
Corporal puniſhment ; And if.incaſe his, or her, or their falſe 
Oath would haye brought Imprifonment upon them, him, or 
her, then to be Impriſoned. Andin like manner, in the caſe 
of any other Perjury or Subortation. _ 

This would mightily preyent, for the future, the Effuſion of 
much Innocent Blood, and the Rnine and Deſtruftion of ma 
Perſons and Families. "The Laws that are in Being agai 
that Helliſh Praftice of Perjury, are not ſyfficient to deter them 
from that Abomination, as wofut Experience can witnefs, in 
multitudes of fad Inſtances that might be produced of late 
Years. | oe 

Seventhly, Sopprns there was a Law made, That every Par- 
liament man, Whether Peer or Commoner, ſhanld take an Oath 
for the future,every time they are Choſen,Called; and Convened 
together to ſit in the Houſe 3 And alfo that it ſhould be Enacted, 
That all Parliament men for the future, ſhould take the ſame 
.Oath upon their entring the Houſe, Solemnly and Inviolably to 
Maintain the ſaid 2agna Cha#ta that hisprefent Majeſty and his 
_ two Houſes of Parliament ſhall'agree upon to make; in every 
part of it, without any Alter»tion that might be to the Preju- 
dice or Diſadvantage of the whole Body Politick of the Nation. 
And in Caſe they did.not take.the ſaid Oath aforeſaid tomain- 
tain the faid Aſagna Charts, then he or they thus Refuſing , 
ſhould be Expelled the Houſe : And not be permitted 'to' Sir in 
the Parliament Houſe, ard others Choſen. in their Room' by 
Warrant from the Speaker ; And this to be Regiſtred. And 
if by any Artifice any Member or Members in either Houſe 
ſhauld preſume co Sit,in Parliament withour being thus Dvely 
and Legally qualified ; .then the Perfon or Perfons'ſo-Guilty,, 
ſhould undergo the ſame Paniſhment as the Sheriff Thould im the 
Caſe of a falſe Return * And to have all theſe Penalties Execu- 
ted.upon them , without the Benefit of Reprieve or Pardon, 


or the Benefit of Clergy. | 


\ 
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_ Eighthly and Leftly; Suppoſe there was an Attof Parliament. 
made for the berter Security: of 'this Adayne Charta, That all 
Men at the Age of twenty years" 3nd;upwards throughout the 
whole Nation; gf all Pe WINONA Prince $'t6 rake. 


4n Oath, ———rhat they fhould'fiwear that they would duly. 
and truly obſerve and Keep Unviolable , according tro tHebeſt 
of. their Skill and Power, this new Af4gn4 Chayra. © And thoſe 
whoſe Conſciences will. not permit them to-take a Formal 
Oath, and whoſe Principles are known to be ſuch, ſhould 
8486 ſolemnly by Sabfcription to do! the ſame':. And this 
to be done ofice every year, and that on his preſent Ma- 
jeſties Birth-Day , for a'Memortal of: Him, *ahd of his Noble 
and Generous ACt iq, reftoring the Empire' of 'Corſeience,. that 
was ſo long Invaded and Captivated by the Sons of Belial : And 
all theſe new Proviſions that ſhall be made for the Security of ' 
this Liberty, to be Incorporated 'into the very Body of the Act. 


for Abolition of the©Penzl Laws and Teſts. Would not this 


make all People carcfol'to keep: cloſe''to the Golden Rule of 
Doing te-others,, ac they would be done by? And then there need be, 
no ſinful Teſts to keep any party out of the Goyernment, which 
is their Birth-right, if choſen by. the People. This would be 
a ſufficienr' Teft to keep every. party. within Bounds : It would: 
put ſuch a 'Dread and Awe upon-them , that they' would not 
evendare to Attempt to through theſe Thorny Hedges. 
into one anothers Ground , to Violate theſe Laws that would 
look ſo Black andGrim upon them. And this would; I humbly 
conceive, effeQually prevent Popery and Prelacy for ever get- 


. ting uppermoſt, to be Rampant over.us : But let eyery Man act in. 


his own Province or Station , and let all Men ſtand yponeven: 
Ground one with another in the Clvil_ Government ,/ and let us. 


_ all. be ſubje@ ta the Higher Powers, Rem. 13. 1» 2, 3» 4: And' 


let every. Man be per ſwaded in kjs own Mind ,. and et not one Sub- 
jet be a Tyrant or tormenting Incarnate Devil'to another ;. 
And let not one- Neighbour Bite and Devour. anothier:, and: 
Domineer and Lord it over another Mans Faith andConfrience, . 
1 Peter 5.23. 2 Cor. 1. 34 But let us all ſerve the Lord accor- 
ding to the beſt Light and Knowledge that God hath given vs ;. 
Andletthe Tares grow with the Wheat until the Great Harveſt. 
And let us Honour all Men, Love the Brother-hood, fear God, 
Honour the King, 1 Peter 2, 17. | 


Agains 


(1) | 
Agi3in, we muſt not do evil t d may come on jt, though 
it were to ſave. the, whole Warlkd , no more than' we muſt” 
continne in Sin 4, that Gtace may Abound :- But we muſt keep- 
ſtritly andcloſe to the Golden, Rule. of, our Lord. and Saviour 
Jeſus Chpiſt,:, Which he himſelf hath: preſcribed-for all:rrue 
Chriſtians t9 walk, by.» namely this : Wharſerver, we would 
that" oth:n, Men ſhould de tnto.us, to ds even ſo wnt#' them; "far* 
this is the Law and the Prophets, Why now if we-would- 
not that other Men ſhould make Laws againſt or own Princi-- 
ples, nor Fetter ahd'Shackle our own Confciences 3 And deprive 
us of our.Own Birth-Rights. Why then by the ſame: 
parity of ,Reaſon we ought not to have any ſuch Laws inbeing ,. 
that are-againſt other Mens Principles, and Conſciences, and 
Birth-Rights, in matters of Religion; But leave them to God; 
and take ſome other lawful Chriſtian, Meafures: for the Security” 
and Preſervation of the Proteſtant Intereſt and Ruligion. For 
if theſe Laws, and Teſts;were 8 0d; in themſelves ,. why then 
it wovld follow neceſſarily that all good Me gry rm 
| W- # 4 


were obliged to:obſerve and obey .3 But I never kr 

ſerious good Man, that ever made thekeaſt ſcrupleof Conſcience” 
of Breaking and Violating of them 3, or for their Nonconfor- 
mity to them ,. either Living nor Dying; any more than. the- 
three Children did, when they were thrown, into-the Fiery Fur-- 
mace » nor Daxzel when he was thrown into the. Lions Den for © 
their Nonconformity ento thoſe Cruel Laws that were made - 
againſt them in that Day, - But always the moſt ſincere, 
Upright Godly Perſons, have been the greateſt Tranſgrefſors-,. 
and the moſt Guilty of Viohting all theſe kind of Laws. 
Indeed many through a baſe, Servile, Slaviſh, fearful frame of 
Heart, have complyed with them Hypocritically, to ſave their 
Bacon , as we uſe to-ſay of ſuch- kind of praQtices : And ſome 
have been troubled in their Conſciences afterwards, for ſo do-- 
ing : Nay, weare not without a ſad Inſtance of one F. C. who- 
complyed with them , and, Conformed unto them : And writ 
a Book againſt his Brethren the Diſſenters, and God let looſe: 
his Conſcience upon him , and he lay ſome time under Dread- 
ful Horror of Conſcience, and at laſt made away with himſelf ; 
of which ſad Story, there is a ColleQion made; thatwill appear- 
in Print : and many other fad and ſudden ſtrange Ends of others: 


- that- 
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I that have dyed ina «Mi Lites ho And mecha aſſu- 
| al edly theſe-Laws and Tels gannor, b be we” "But are extreamly 
Sin 


mlelves. 


as'you SE cla ove43 "Thenhow 

| fo Fg: [Sm oe th'the Oimni- 
I iſe, ' God, ho is 
p af "Approbation 
| | nl A ; Brhirndy for theſe ſinful 
| ially finfol in mT. 
BT. , ee vary 4 

| | Nr't you will 
|  thentruſt- in Laws 


ak in- ——— And be per- 
i your only Rule ,, and his Glory 
> Event; be: what it, will : For 
:.þ Gadly-ont of Tart cvion , 
FO Trdgement to bepuniſh- 
M -Splr ecution 1s 2 true:Badge , 
dan he aratter of Antichriſtianiſm. 
V bick. ſein hs ndeg down from the Heathen 
Beaſt, Rep.17,;8. 3 b t key Image of that Beaſt, ler.it be who 
iy, at. of it. Ard all thoſe ſinfol Laws 
| and;Te that. ;2rg Ku to f ce the Canſcience of perſons ia 
| the, arp Feien pad, ſaip, | is bars which DE Life 


| 
| | The a8, Is, 17, 18, 21s How many or Gods of Perſons and 


twenty years laſt paſt, by theſe unrighteous Laws which ay 
made 


C13) 
ye. | and L-. be _ Cs d "ud. rp Mens Cares 
ir y ? They had variety, of, then ſuited to every differing Opi- 
"| pnoePehraboaalnals © th I one gills ihe 
= | ure to bits, And ,by.chem, tort of Perſons, all” theſe Laws. 
- | hzve; bgen;procured a pate upon aft ſorts-of I fenrers,,. 
1} tho .they-farke; them uapn the King. Majeſty ; aid there- 
on fore gave. them the Title of 'the Kings Laws, {/z. 4: 1:'to pat 
Fl the better gloſs A: wry them.z. when as. indeed they might he 
| more properly. called the. Lord. Biſhops, Laws: ——  And' 
nd | yet notwithſtanding they are now. troubled ,, becauſe his graci- 
;l ous. Majeſty bach laid his Ax 36-yhe Root of them all, to cur 
= | them.down,————And if they be the Kifigs Eaws, why ſhoute' 
— not the King do what he pleaſes with lhijs own ?——— Bac Lfind 


they would fain.have the Kings Majeſty only to be Gad-father 


ry | k -- F 

= 1 to this un-godly Child ; For his Majelty cannat be the, true Fa- 
ba. #þ ther of. it-» no more then th Worn was, the true Mother of 
—_— the Child, that was for grin of it. , when King Solomon by 
-_ tis Wiſdom gave that trying, Judgment to_ have the Child divi- 
—  - ded betweenthem,, to find.ont whoof them was, the true Mo- 
= | ther,. becauſe-both of them did lay claim to it. Therefore they 


| that are not for the taking off, and Aboliſhiog of all thefe Laws 
= and Teſts, are the true Fathers of them. And 1do think itis 


is | as much the duty of all good Men, now to bear a Teſtimony 
= 1 againſt them that- are againſt the taking off and Aboliſhity of 
of theſe ſinful Penal Laws, and Teſts, as-it was formerly to bear 
= | a Teſtimony againſt the Executioners of them. kg 

= | | Afew hours ſince, an Acquaintance of mine who came lately 
I- from the E4/t-1ndies, told me, That there are 88 ſeveral Caſts of 
us perſons,under the Government of the Great Mogul ; that is, 88' 
_- ſeveral Sets or Opinions : And yet notwithſtanding, they do 
mr all agree together very well, as to that point, and they do not 
w | Perſecute, or Moleſt, or meddle one with the others Perſwaſion 
a or Opinion in that way and manner ; Burt are all ſubjet tothe 
= higher Powers, and the Government takes no notice 'of their 
es | ſeveral: Opinions or Caſts, one more then another. Bar the 
e | powers: are. equally extended alike to all, for their Safety and 


& {| Proteftion : Which may give a tacit Rebuke, and put to ſhame: 
all the wild Beaſts of the ſes : 1/a. 34. 14. Thoſe Bulls of Ba- 
ſhan, who are neyer ſo well ſatisfied, as when they.are —_— 
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- _ withthe Whip in their hand, and a biting, devouring, and /goar- 
-ing their .Fellow-ſubjeQs that are not of their'Opinion. 


Can oy een change his Skin? 'or the Leopard his gpots ? 


Then may ye alſo do' Good, that are, accuſtomed to: do Evil, Jer. 13. 
23, But iG hand of the Lord is lifted up agairſt the ſpirit of Envy 
aud Perſecution, by his Majeſty*s'Grzcious Declaration for Li- 
berty z Aſſerting, That Conſcience onzbt not ro be reſtrained in 
Atatters of Meer Riligion: And in His firm, unſhaken, fixt Re- 
ſolution to Maintain and Perpetuate the ſame, 'by Formir git 
into a MAGN A CHART A, 'in Concurence with His 
Two Houſes of Parliament : Which is a Greater and more Ho» 


- Nourable Undertaking than that of ' Alexander the Great*s Con- 


-quering the whole World ; For.what ſhall it profit a Mar to gain 
the wbole World, and loſe bis own Soul? But though: the Perſe- 
cutors will.not ſee the hand of God lifted yp againſt them, Yer 
they ſhalt ſee, and be afhamed for their Envy at the' People. 1fai. 
26. 11, Thy Sons have fainted, they lye at the bead of all the 
Strects, as a wild Bullin a Net +, They are full: of the fury of the 
Lord, the Rubuke of thy God, Bat bleſſed be God they have no 
vent for it ; But as Fury was formerly their Sin, 'now God has 
made it their Judgment and Puniſhment ; We mayrTead the Will 
and Mind of God in his Vicegerents Gracious D<claration, and 
fixt Reſolu2ion ; it is written in Capital Letters, fo that he 
that runneth may Read ; For where the Word of a King js, there 
is Power ; The Wrath of a King 11 4s the roaring of a Lion : 
W boſe, provoketb him to Anger, eth againſt his own Scul: A 
WISE KING ſcattereth the Wicked, and bringeth the Wheel 
over them, Prov. 20. 2, 26, Caft out the Scorner , and Comtention 
ſhall go out z, Tea, Strife and Reproech ſhallceaſe. The ſame Ad- 
vice that is given to Kings and Rulers in »Pſal. 2. 10, 11, 12. 
may be applicable to the People in this caſe, eſpecially to all 
them which are yet of a Perſecuting Spirit. viz. Be wiſe now 
therefore, O ye People : And be ye inftrutted All ye Inhabitants 
of England: Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoyce with trem- 
bling : Kiſs the SON, left he be angry» and ye periſh from the 
way ; When bis wrath is kindled but alittle Blefſed are all they that 
put their truſt in him. | 
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in. the Houſe. they ho 

ont. the Zomenifbr from fitti DE ouſe , 
invented etfis Additional Tefty and t: 
which alone \makes'1t OhFul ;"befides that '6f ot 
would: be done by';' the" making" that * 1p * 

' nance a ,Teſt , and Incorp [ck with the other; f: 894.46 
they made it a 'two-edged-Swo L300 (- Fare” an 

ward withz "the firſt w4$ro'cut =o roreſtaat.. 
'withall , and rackers' wn wodWent Ib 7 ans" Yo 
and therefore be ted ,atid tendinj popes 
and the ſame ent + rags ful. But though they are tackt 
togtther , yetthe ſtitches are To wile > ry The of; Fo Diſſen- 
terymay come into the Houſe, and deftr over Rh. | 
the latter before: the- former-" comes wig ne forme ut 
them; they may'deſtroy' the uticlean' Bird in the Exg, be _ 


'ever it cometlrto be Hatchy, oo 7 


1t is obſervable, that within theſe twenty Years. "hich time 


many of theſe Penal Laws and Teſts have' been made ; eſpeci- 


allythat- Teſt which was made againſt the Roman Diſſenters ; 


'that they have gotten more Ground and Advantage then ever 


they: got before , ſince Queen ys Days: And therefore it 
did not-anſwer the end anddefign, for which it was made and in- 


vented in aneſpecidl manner; and tho it did not anſwer their Ex- 


peRationyet now f he ickle for the continuance of it; which is 
Bung of a Cask, when the Head is 


our. 

And on the other hand , the Proteſtant Diſtaters have been 
infinitely worſe treated ſince theſe Penal Laws and Teſts were 
made, then ever they were before. And eſpecially ſince the 
faid Teſt apainft the Romanifts _ made; for it. was none 
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| (16) 
of any Uſe or Adyantage unto them- But on the contrary did 
ſtrengthen the hands of their Enemies , in Atts of Violence a- 
ainſt them: And therefore I know no reaſon at all, that the 
DiKnters ſhould be tronbled., -if his Gracious Maj withyhis 
two Floufes of Parliament ſhould Aboliſh them all.;. for. as- we 
Tay; As good never a whir , as never the better, Joh 
+ Forif this Parlimentary Teſt it ſelf be notlinful ,. Tam ſure 
it comes ery near ; for it is tackt on to one that is ſoecſſential» 
ty:by their Profanation, which is the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper , which was never inſtituted' nor intended for any ſuch 
baſe tow Secular end. 24#tt. 16. 26, 27, 28. - HAT. 14, 223 
23, 24+ Luke 22.19, 20. '1 Cor. 11: 13, 24, 25» 26, 27, 28, 29, 
And as our Saviour ſaith in another caſe, Car two walk, together: 
except they be agreed? It is very difficult for an honeſt Man ta 
keep company with a Thief, or High-way-Man, both at Bed 
and at Board'continually, and yet nor be tainted : Men are ma- 
ny+ times known by the company they keep : --So that i£ 
this one particular Teſt, aboye all the reſt, can be cleared of the. 
fin of: not doing as- we would be done by : Yet it is very une-- 
gually yoked; at; the beſt that can be made on it. 


In the next and Laſt place, Let us a little enquire into the Na- 
rure and Uſe of theſe Penal Laws-and Teſts that Peopte are {0 
fond of, and do lay ſuch Streſs upon, and ſo much Idolize and/ 
Dote upon, and are ſo loath, ſo very loath to part. with.. 


Firſt, All theſe Spiritual Penal Laws and Teſts, that. are meer- 
ty in Matters of Religion and Conſcience, of Mens Inventing. 
and Making, are Juſt and go and ſo to be Obeyed and Ob- 
ſarved;; or they are Wicked and Sinful, and'ſo to be RejeRted 
and+ Condemned ; there is. no mediam. between. there is no- 
Indifferency or Neutrality in this.Point, becauſe they are rela- 
ting to- the government of Conſcience in. the matters of. 
Worſhipping of God. 

Now if they be Juſt and'Good, why db any good Men find' 


fault with them and diflike them > And why have any good. 


Men expoſed themſelves and their Eſtates to. the Rigor.of them, 


- and ſuffer themſelves to be ruined and undone by them ? Bur 


if: they be Evil, why do any Comply with them, and plead for 
the Continuance of them, which is, 7o continue in Sin, that 
Grace may abound? | | Bug 
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* Batif thefe Laws be Evil in | CATION as certainly they 
are, Why then, whoever ſtickles or pleads for the Continu- 
ance of them, ,do tickle apd plead for, and are Advocates 
for Sin and lndqulty? And ſhall any good Mai even dare 
to be an Advocate for Sin ? But it muſt be thus, viz. That 
elther the Man thinks himſelf Good when he is not ſo, or elſe 
Luſts and Unbelief have ſo blinded his Eyes, that he cannot ſee 
:nto theſe ſinful Laws as he ought to do. Pray look into 7/4, 
10-1,2. and into Pſal. 94.20. and ponder it well in your 
Hearts, and conſider whether the Laws mentioned in theſe Scrj 
ptures be not ſinful, and whether they have not the 'very 74 
Image and "Superſcription upon them, as our Spiritual Pgtral 
Laws have? 

Now I ſay, If thoſe Laws be not ſinful, then is not the Spz- 
ritual Penal Humane Laws and Teſts of England Sinful and Un- 
juſt. But if they þe Unrighteous and Sinfvl, as 1- will appeal 
to all the World to judge of them, ——then I do in the Name 
and fear of God, Declare, That all thoſe Penal Laws and 
Tefts that relates meerly to Religion and Mens Conſciences 
about Spiritual Worſhip, are ſinful in the higheſt degree, be- 
cauſethey do Uſurp that Power and Authority to themſelves 
which God never gave nor allowed to Man : It is to mount the 
.Throne of God, and become Spiritxal Legiſlators , or Law» 
makers. to their fellow Creatures, which is God's P ative 
only, 2 Corinth. 1, 24. 1 Pet. 5, 1,2, 3- And what E Man 
even dare toliftup a hand for the continuation of ſuch Laws . 
as theſe are, or ſo much as have a favourable Thought of them, 
when they are eſſentially Sinful in themſelves, as is clearly pro- 
ved from S$cripture, and from Reaſon and Experience. 


Secondly, As for the Laws themſelves, What are they ? Why 
they are the Laws of the Land (ſay they.) And therefore to 
be Obſerved. To which I ſhall ſay more by and by. But, 


Thirdly, What is the End of all Humane Laws? It is, or 
ovght to be for the Good and Weal of Mankind. It is for the 
good of the Outward- man principally z which Publick Out- 
ward Good, all the Body Politick do or ought to partake of. 
It is for the good of Humane Society, and ſeparate and — 
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from Religion, as Noble King, Deriw well obſeryed in ,Exrs \ 
7.26. in theſe Words; And whoſoever will not do the Lawof thy 
God, And the Law of the King ! He makes is two diſtinQuth | 


' as indeed they are; And that Exhortatien of che- Apo 


St. Peter, is ſomewhat corroborating te this, in them wordss-- 
Fear God; that is, tokeep God's Law ;. Honor the King, that - 
is, £0 Obey the Righteous Civil Laws, andithe King's moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty's Declaration. {[ There theſe: two Church-of- 
E's. Monſtrous Twins, are untwiſted; - And his Majeſty makes a : 
clear diſtinAtion between the Laws of God, and'the Laws. of 
Man J] for the Religious Laws of God, and the Civil Lnws of / 
the Land, are two different things 3 the one reſpeQs the, In- | 
ward Man, and the Outward Man alfo ; But the Civil Laws-of : 
a Nation ought principally to'reſpe the Outward: Man ;- but 
the Law of God ought to be the Rule for all the Laws of: Men. - 
But ſay they, It isthe Law of the Land, and therefore bind- 
ing. Buc are all Humare* Lads eſfentially Goodand Jultifiable-: 


in thetnſclyes Þ- Torhis Tanſwer in:the' Neg ative; That all Hu- 


mane Laws are not eſſentially. Good: and Juſtifiable in themn-- 
ſelves ;. which is as clear as the Sun, For the greateſt Wicked- 
neſs in the world (though God made it the greateſt Good ) 
was done by a Law ;, which-was the Murdeting aud .Coocitying | 
of Our Lord Feſns Chriſt ;- the: Fews could and {lay, We 
have 4 Law, and by oxr Law this Man ought 10 --» So that if 
you will Fuſtifie all Humane Laws, you muſt Juſtifie that Law by- 
which our Saviour Chrift was Condemned and put to Death- 
Nay, To Juſtifie any Laws that are made againſt Mens Conſci- 
ences. in matters of meer Religion, is to Juſtifie thoſe very- 
Laws by which the Fews FT wa and-Condemned, and put our- 
Bleſſed Saviour Chrift to Death, for they were aN made by Men 
of one and the ſame Spirit. of. Ch . 
Now if any Law that is made be Deſtructive to Mens Liber- 
ties and Eſtates in point of Conſcience, in matters of meer Re- 
ligion , ſuch Laws are Void and Null in themſelves ; and thoſe 
who haveexecuted them, -are liable to be called to account, and - 
to be puniſhed for the ſame ; as we are not without ſeveral Pres 
ſidents upon Record of the ſame. And I will not ſpeak any 
thing more then what I will prove by clear Scripture , as well as 
otherwiſe ; viz. That all Laws are not Eſſentially good,and {wrt 
| c 
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able mn themſelyes 3 ous, \, ... Ta 4 Law ine 
as.like uato-ovr: Conventickie: Laws a3 cambe's if nor | 
prophetically of them z which I am apr to believe it was-'\Jſe.. 
10: 1:2. Wo wte them that: Decrie inrroghteons Decyecs , and 
that wrize Grievouſneſs which they have:preſcribed y ro turn aſides 
the ueedy from Fudg ment ,- and-10: away the right from the. 
poor of my People ;, that Widews right their Pteyh The 

I *that ought: 


be 

dows | take to be Chyrches,. the 
to have been-Gods Repreſentatives, and ſo the Churches Hufe 
band, did not own, but forſook-z as he that leaves hisown chaſte 
Wife , and folloms A{«rlots ©. And:that they: may Rob.the Far 
therkeſs ;; theſe Fatherleſs, I take to be-the People'of God, that. 
were Fatherleſs-with a Refpettro the S{agrfirares, who are the 
Political Fathers of. a Nationor People: Theſe Eawgare of the 
very Comptection with be hs rw Penal Laws. Theſe be the 
Gates of Braſs, that are broxe in pieces, and the' Bazsof fron 
that were cut-in ſunder.by: the: Kings Declaration ; for Libers: 
ty of Confcience ; when God laoſed” the Loins-of our. King » 
32 008 the- two-leaved Gates 4. which can! never be fhut.. 
4. 45-1; 2: TE 
Again, Theſe Laws and Teſts are that which .giveth/life-re- 
the Image of the. Beaſt, as being of a finfut' Braf hike Ns: 
tare; Rev: 13-15- Andhe had power to: give life unto the Image 
of the Beath., that the Inageof The Braff ſhanld ny and 
eauſe that 4s many” #6 wee Worfliip the Image of rhe Boaſt , 
ſhonld be killed. Kris finful Penal Laws and Teſts, that gives life 
tos falſe Worſpip , which is the Image of the Beafb, which ap= 
peared inthe Heathen Idolaters, inthe ten Perfecutions , and 
1sdeſcended jGown upon-;theſt ahat call themſelves: Chriſtians, 
let-them beof -what fart they willoif' they be; Perfecucors ; for! 
nothing beſpeaks a Churchoar Wprſbip to be falſc'and Heathen- 
Hh', more ex3Ctly then-a Spirtt-of- Perſecution does ; for as a 
trueand pure Worſhip depends upon God for Siccoar, and Sup- 
+ and Protetion; : even 10a falſe Worſhip depends upon- 
{oman force and Laws for Sfccour,/Snpports and Protection : 
And as God by his Spiricigives life t6 the pure Spirtdtual-Goſpel 
Worſhip ; So the Devil by his ſpirit gives life: tro:a fatte Wor- 
ſhip. If a falſe Religion can but! ewift it ſelf :into the Civil 
Goyernment , then it-is as (afe- as. 4 thief in'a"Mill. Pſal.g4.] 
20, 21, 22. Shall.the Throne of of Iniquity have fellowſhip _ 
thee , 
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(20) © FOING 
which: framdb miſchief. by «Law Þ They gather themſelves 

inft the Soul of the Righteous , and condemn theinnocent Blood. 
Bus the Lordss my Defence: And my God is the the Rock of my Re- 
fuge. , -—— Where-ever God permits the Devil to ſet up a falfe 
Worlbip, for the moſt; part there he alſo ſvffers them to ſet up 
a-Fiery.Furnace for. all the. Nontonformiſts thereunto. Dar. 3. 


 15516-17. Andfurther in cheggthPſa.'3, 4,55. Lord, how long' 


ſhall the wicked," bow long ſhall the wicked Triumph ? How long ſhall 
_> utter x and ſprak bard things? And all the workers of Inrqui- 
tyboaſt themſelves ! Tp #11 pieces thy People, O Lord: And 
afflith thine Hertage. hr apt, 28 and the Strapger ;. And 
Arehir tbe Eatherleſs. Tet they ſay, The Lord ſhall not "ſee; Nes- 
ther ſhall the God of Jacob Fegard 9m 61. 8, For 1 the Lord love 

ment; I*yate robbery for Burnt-offering. Prov-2 1.7, Thus you | 
ſee theſe ſinful. Penal Laws are againſt God's Righteous Juſt 
Peaceable. Laws, and are Stigmatized with the black, Brand of 
Hell, namely Rohbery, or framing of Msſchief' by.a Law. 


.- But Sccondly,; Let ns alſo ſee. and take notice how Inconſiſtent 
and Contradictory Spiritual. Penal Laws are tothe Fundamental 
Law$of.the' Land : I ſhall Inſtance but in two, though many 
more might be produced. '_ . GL 


'- £r 3, TheLaw of the Land; 2s' well as 'the Law of God, 
Exod 20. 8; 9, 10, does lay every Man: under an Obligation 
of 4 ſtrict and due Obſervation-and Santifying and Keeping 
holy the Sabbath, or Lord*s-days namely the firſt Day of the 
Week, which is the Chriſtian Sabbath. And it is principally 
the.-Magiſtrates work and duty to look after it, and ſee thar-ir 
be fduly perfornied.and. done, Fer-'17, 19, 20, 21, 22,23, 24» 
27. Neh.1$48; 19,20,21,23: The Law of the Land faith, That 
no Warrant ſhall be Granted orSeryed on the Lord*s-day, nor 
any Perſon Arreſted-on that Day, ſave in' the caſe of Treaſon, 
Felony, 'ar breaking of the Peace. But theſe Unrighteous Corn- 
venticle-Lams, does: Command, Require, and Oblige the Ma- 
giſtrates' and Others, to-Violate-an!1 Profane the Lord's Day, 
by giving or granting out Warrants thereon, or elſe they\muſt 
forfeit a Hundred Pounds; [ And others muſt ſerve them on 
that Day, ot ſuffer J And they did commonly mpegs 
(C43 Dig IRR. > WO | IKUF 
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| (21 ), 
FR — $Giſturb Religious Meetings and Worſhip on that: Day , ane 
v1 pulled, and haled the Diſenters before the Magiſtrates; and 
wm Committed them to Priſon; only- upon: the account of ' meer 
My matters -of.. Religion and; 'Conſcience 3 [And thus they Pro- 
faned'the Lords Day,- which' was all contrary to the Funda- 
Pp mental Law'of the Land, andalſo to the very eſſence of a Ma- 
.  giſtrate, a main part of whoſe Office it is to take care that the 
64 abbath be SanCtified -and; kept Holy, Exod. 20. 17. Jer: 19% 
- 30, 2 1, 22+ Nh. 13+ 18,: © IXATY OY ee} 102 4 
$3: > 105; FELS> * þ 1:3 
» Secondly, To name no more; The Fundamental Laws of the 
- Land, does admit of no Marrs being Convicted-iand Condem- 
wah ned, or to. have his Goods ſeized on and. taken from him, 
” before there be an open Trye(;-and the Party . that is ſued, 
© | have his Adverfary or Plaintiff come in 'open Court and pro- 
{ duce good ſufficient Witneſſes;that are nat Parties concerned k 
>. | by Intereſt, and there to have'a' fait Tryal by at leaſt Twelve 
| of his Neighbours [or Peers and they to Judge of the Cauſe. 
, | But theſe Unrighteous Laws-that were made againſt the Diſ- 
1 ſenters in the caſe of Religious Worſhip and--Conſcience, did 
. Ipower the worſt and profaneſt of Men, like thenr of old in 
ol Atts 17. 5,6, 7. to do- this Druggery, viz. To go before a 
Magiſtrate , and Swear that there was «4 Adeeting at ſuch a 
1. { Time; at ſuch a Place, and ſuch a Man Preact'd or Prayed 
« | contrary to the Liturgy of the Church of Ergkazd; Or that 
_ { © It was a Perſon unknownto thera, and ſuch-and ſuch Perſons 
S | werethereahearing : And upon their ſwearing this, Right or 
| Wrong; . whether' they were there or not there, .if theſe two 
'y Honourable X3ghrs of the Poft did: but kiſs the Book, thougtr 
= | it was as falle as the holy Evaogeliſts which they ſwore by 
#2 are true, yet it was ſufficient, and paſt for currant Convictionz, 
_ and if able, he muſt pay his part for the: Offence of the 1un- 
ae known ſtranger, who ſo Preached or Prayed. | 
WM Thus they were Conviſted- and Condemned, and Warrants 
'” | givenout to make Diſtreſs upon his or their Goods, before ever: 
| they have known any thing of it, and it may be the whole Pro- 
5 fecution. has been upon falſe grounds, every bit on*t 3 And yet 
ws | fill the Remedy in this Caſe, was almoſt as: bad as the Diſ- 
d eaſe. | And 


4” —_ _— 4 
"I." * 


”—_ 


_y mot 
CT DR CT IS —_ 


_— 


- ; - « 
_—_ — - — v4,” wa. woos — RP” 


P % 
—_— ——— 
_ 


"ſana thin have hut ven 
4p them, 


(C@2) ) 


Wen. is not: this ( with 
Things )-4 moſt Pernicio Latif ke 


pr 
ee Rep of ED 


more fach like: Unequi 
| Lads or Per- 


Int 
1 


thae Lot 
Linvy Tfai* 102152: \'Ld&ks,, * hd. Barts; 'and alſo 
r= chingy will n ye rhertw Efeas 10" mob other fort of 
Thieves5 but theſe Thieves did Rod at! y: And I do 
not ſeej but ff thi | 
all thefe wt Lan 


on 82Hialt-: fe vir re Ta- 

citely an&:Ca ielly= tid he” woithd' that hoo late | 
the Lords D © Piconls that was the chief and prit GE. y 
for the Exe ſoand Performance 6 F Relſgious wy | 
fhiprowards God. 11 4699 F3h 


And if heſwore' to pive out Warrants to'ſei iſe | 
Goods; uponithe Evidence of twoperſons EE TE 
, the 


vy., then he: oc they Violated the 'Fondamen 
Land aforeſaid , that provideth that, a gown fa an? ovpht to 
be tryed by ewe/ve-honeſt \uh | d Men at 
leaft, of the Vicinage, or his New ourT'5 And net p44 Witnef-' 
ſes 20- be perſons thathave- no Intevelt 'in' the Concert that is 
ſued for ; For the Law of ''the Land allows no perſon to 
be Wirneſs in, or” of, his or Ir owit Cauſe. —— And 
ſo theſe Magiſtrates 1d ( inmYy Opinion) run an hazard of be- 
ing forſworn, — and in caſe they Jid-nor Profecute the Diſſen- 
ters, why zhen'they were forſwore alfo; for it was'impoſlible 
for a ons to: keep his Oath , though he was 2s wicked 
and bloodily preciſe, as Herod Was, that would cut off Sr. _ 

| the 
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| (a) | 
the Baptiſts Head, rather then 2 AP be forſworn., :for in the 
fulfilling -one part of the Law , they muſt of: neceſſity , break 
and violate the other in their very Act of Obedience 

And are-theſe, Dilemma-Statutes, theſe Dagger- Afs, theſe 
Contradittions in Terminis, the Laws that. Uphold the Chureh 
of England, which they A much -Boaſt. of,” and put fo much 
Truſt in;-and are ſo loth to. part with? If fo, then certainly 
we may ſay with the Praphet,.Jer: 7,319,404 11, Behold, ye 
truft in Lying Words, that: cannat profit -.. Will. yo Steal y Mnr- 
der, and commit Adultery, and Swear falſly, and burn Incenſe un- 
to ,Bagl, | walk, after other Gods ,nbom: ye know not ,', And 
come «4nd. ſtand b:fore me, mn this, ne which 18 cxlſed by my 
Name, anil ſay, We. are delivered'to do all, taeſe Abominations ? 
Is this. Houſe, which is called by my Name, become a Den of | Reb= 
bers in your eyes ? Behold, I have ſeen it, ſaith the Lord, Prov: 
@1.7- 0 PETE dF v5; oa 1445) odtegoon 35.4 
O Sirs, ls the loſs of ſuck Porighteous Laws as theſe, that)arg 
detected and born Witneſs ogpink from Heaven, both by God's 
Word and Proyidence, and the.Law and Light of ' Nature, : and 
the Fundamental Laws of the- Land , worth ſo many: aking 
Hearts? And ſo many peiſive Thoughrsr And ſo much Con- 
tention about ? 2 | 

: I do muchagmire how any Manof Senſe andSobriet ys that has 

the exerciſe of. Reaſon; can ever ſpeak a word, in favbyr of fg 
ſuch kind of Lays, which is tacicely at the ſame time.co Juſtife 
the Spaniſh Ingu:ſition ! which all Sober Perſons do Condema ; 
nay ſome of the Remeni/ts themſelves have Condemned it. + - 

OSirs! 4f Eaten ' under the guilt of -no, other. Sin buc, 
this, .namely , of. theſe Perſecuring Pena] Lams in, Matters of. 
meer Religion and Conſcience, it. was enough. to provoke God. 
to bring allcthe Plagues of .Exype upon us... - 2 Rn 

And, therefore as His Majetty is the Supreme Magiſtrate 
pnder God, it is his Duty to purge the Land of ſuch horrible. 
Iniquity /2s this is : To have a Law jn Being to .break. the. S\b- 
bath! Away with it ! -Fer. 17..199.29, 21, 224 23 24 27. Neb. 
23--18.,, There you ſee it is the King's duty to look after, the 
Sabbath, to ſee that it be SanCtified - and kept: Holy; -And. 
how:can the King do this, while there is a Law in Being to Vios, 
lateit? Though bleſfled be God, He work Abrogated it, and 
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| C26) : 
Alm Caid as the Apoſtle Paul Taid ro the Galatians, in, another 
Gale, Ofool:ſh Peaple,who bath bewitched ye, that ye ſhould brfond of 
yea? Miſcry'® What would you make ye Bands to go back again 
to Zevpt ? How Ioiig'will ye ſtay and Dote upen them titze-ſmots 
Ye ?. 1/4.10.20. : And-it ſhall come to paſs in thas Day, . that the Rem- 
nant of lifael; and. ſuch: as art: eſcaped of the Houſe of Jacobs . 
ball no more again ſtay upon.hit Fhat [madre then: but ſhall ftay npon 
the Lard, the Hily oze of Iſrael: In Tiutytheſe Teffs were worſe 
than che. Penal-Lews themſelves; {me of then, 'as mnch' as- the 
aſe is worſe thanthe Effet; which is bar the Product of” the 
Cauſe ; 'For:it6was mas ir ſelt;; which not only gave Being to. 
thoſe Perſeenting] Laws rb/comeupoh vs; bur atfo enconraged 


the _ — and' ſecured than in''all their Cryelty and” 
Vion. towas'theii Grebt Tad Proeftort'- Fort a Diſſen- 
ter purſued»them,/afrerthey tA 'robb!dandfpoiled him: of his 
Goods, namely,<to Syetham;why.away they run- to the Ga- 
Tiſon of FreeBobters, and @2t Hato the”Gates of Braſs; and 
then.outfalitevs! Teſt with a1Ctnls and Shackles ifi bis Hand, 
and clapyfiton!ſhim, '*g4 binds kim Hand' and Foot, and holds 
him faſt; while the: Robbers went and fecnbed his'Goors of Mo- 
theys i the Tery'Garifont: That is; 'Tfthey Sucd for icin- any 
Courts of Jadicature; 'when” the 'Diſſenter -appears in Court 
before th6:Bench, 'The fitft 'thing-rthey ask him was: this, viz: 
Wuhemt wg; you x Church and heard Common» Prayer ? And when 
did you:Receive the $#crament, according tothe Church of Eng- 
ind, ar your Pariſh:Chatch? And then tender him the Oaths-of 
Allegiance #nd' Siprernzacy * If he' was as Quaker, he'is' ſilent. 
Why; then'ipſtead of _—_ 'Fuftice done him, he had Dirt 
thrown npon him 3 and inſtead of going-away eaſed by Juſtice, 
*twas well if. they eſcaped with only being loaden with Calum- - 
nies and filthy reproachful Names, viz. Rebels; and-Traytors, 
and not worthy.to live in the' Nation, and ' the like; So that 
they could have no benefit of the Law :- Nay, It was come to 
that paſs at laſt; that.if a Difſenter Sned a Church-of-England- 
Man for a Debc, ſome were ſo wicked as to take advantage, up- 
on the account of their being.Difſenters, and ſo go and give No- 
tice privately of it to the Court, that the Man was a Diſſenter z 
and then out comes theſe uſeful mplements that were ſo-univers- 
{ally imployed of all Occaſions, as well Eccleſiaſtical 2s Civil'y 
| namely, 


namely, the Teſts. 


at Religion are you 


Wha e Oaths : And 
er, and where 


eremas ng 
Juſtice robe had-; or'it may hethey work) ger him Wacemmpu-' 
nicatrd, which did allat'one lows; natncely,” Rvined” and De- 
ſroyed him'i0d@ lis Wifeiaud Childrens And here is this Zeſt 


m Rev.13-16y17. And bicanſytth al both ſmall and greats rich 
and poory 'free-and bond, tomecerveln Mark ir oeir Johns, 
or in their Forebeads =. And that woman might buy ar ſell; ſavt he 
that bad the Fark. or-the Name of the Brufts ; ar: the number of 
bis Name yi this was to Fxcommunieate them'that: djd/nor take 
their Teſts, whiich are the Marks - of the Beaft-: So that: the'Sa- 
cred Ordinanceof the Zord?s Supper was made x Stalking Horſe 
to caſt the Net of Injuſticeypon' the Diſſenters; 'to catch them: 
in, Jer. $.:26: 'As welt as they made it « Licenſe to ſelf Ale by, 
and a qualification for drunken debanchr Fellows to hearAtms'in 
the Trained Bands ;, 2nd a[ſomade this Bleed Ordinance of the 
Lord's Suyper,' a Teft, ſubferyient to _ 'baſe purpoſes, and 
to accommodate Vile Seculary- ſhameful Ends'and Deſigns: *Ard 
fhall an7 Man, inſtead of Trembling and -Abborrence, to thitik 
of theſe God-provoking Abominations, dare ſtill” ptead for 
the. Continuance of ' them? And. inſtead of* Repenting *for 
theſe Sins,. and ifſtezd of looking for ſome tremendous Fi de 
ment'to Tome uþon the Nation for all theſe: Abominarions; de 
x | Be: ( EE OL HOCS Gl: 
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Ch | 1095 ny. Shale rare Sticklers themfelyes,, againſt gle 
Aoolicion THE Foaſea an Teſts, _ A is his ſc a defira- 
ble.thipg, Fg venture;theis Soxlsy by proitra- 
Ling cir Tien = of pes of chem-among ES, 
fant 2. muſt che defire of. the Cau/c of 
be,w 4 od bath (5 He an ſonneth againſt megwrongeth bis 
671 Soul, ery h is to deſtro rof a for-ak they that hare: God, love 
Deet Tani fo And x d obey God Gad,isto-hate God; the Com- 
God, is,;1. hers:2s we wonld: have them to da 
ER ; ang ther 4 ol pp peal, to God. z.5d all the World 
7A yo oe Sal th umaaerlike T :ſts,bc to do as they 
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C 2%) 
ove Ind 4 myſtery fuiqnny ig pamnſolegs? Pſa, 94: + 26 
1. -Shafl the throne of' Iniqus! nfhp. with, thee , 
| wine Miſchief by a Law ? Pig getter I rum) tog ether. a> 
gainſt the Soml of she Righteans 1 condemn the Innocent Blood - 
Bus the Lard is wy dej ent; and.my Gods the rock of my Refuge. 
© horrible lmpicty | in them; chat are-thirſting after CS 
Blood by a Mal:cioms defire! Loo not mean of an Ignorant De- 
Gre of the continuance 'of theſe Bloody Penal Laws and Tefts, 


I think it highly concerns Morin who is the Supreme Ma- 
giſtrate, .to go gn in his. genexoys-nable | Tels hl and , Pur»: 


and 


utcerly-Repealed for, ic is an. Indiſpenſable Duty ot a Supreme 
Magiſtrate eſpecially, L0.-have. all one puniſhed and de- 
ſroyed, and theſe, Laws are none .of the leaſt 3. As.alſo he is to 
be a Terror, to:Eyal: ers and. a Praiſe vs pd he Mag: well, 
Roms. 13 3, 3+ But if. ſuch Laws be) cqnciaueds 

ſtrates execute them, : then are they a Pgaiſe £0 nd 


. & Terror 16 them thet 4s e# ; which is: to; lavert; 100 Tow of. 
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Ow char which renalan. my. 4 Country-meo 
land! is this, viz. 1 beſeecty3ou all TT NG on: Af Bi: 

Jo not deſpiſe the Riches of the grace, and goodneſs, and won- 
derful Wiſdom and. Power of God, in giving and. granting un- 
to us this Glorious Goſpel- Liberty ,, and do not underyalue the 
King's'Majeſty's Kigdne(s and Juſtice, which: Go hgp made j 
ftrumental in his hand» for Delivesing of. vs from. al Ons 
Snares, -and to break all theſe Yokes from aff our necks, 572 
10.27; - And made him 3 Nurſing Father unto us, Jſ#s. 49-234 
24» 25, 265 

Ah Sirs! Do not ſlight and deſpiſe your own Birth-rights, 
nor trample the fundamaatsl Laws of the Lang under foor, by 
hankering after and pleading for uarighteous ſinful. Laws ;, 'Do 
not harken to the Counſel of your worſt Enemies, whoſe world- 
ly. Intereft it is to" have: them (continued e they deſpiſe 
their own Mercies : Do not you do ſo tos, feaſt of: may be 
led forth with the workers of Iniquity in the day of God*s ven- 

geance 


\ 
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:Feance thatis a' cominggopon them”: Bae 18 v8vleſs ant; prajſe 
the Lord for his | anger cowards us 4+ Let it not be'a Price put 
Into'the hands vf fools that have: no heart tofit, Prov. 17.1 5,16. 
Be nor afraid” to lay your 'hand-upon the Cockatrices Den ; be 
-fiot afraid ro kill*the old*Snake for :fear of the yohng ones that 
_ Are ither'Belly ; be n6r*buBblediGut 'of your Senfe 'and Rea 
fon by frightfol Notions of ſware Eventz,*bur'ſhidy your pre- 
«ſent Daty, and do it; and-leave"the *Event'ts'God z ſuch op+ 
Portunities do'not come every day. Therefore now you have 
the opportunity, put- your ſelves out: of any probability of 
Touffering by your {:1ves any longer 3: But that if ie muſt -be ſo, 
'have your Brethren, that have been your Task- Maſters, in the 
#3mme Bottoyi with you ; which will then render Sufferings' in 
that kind ;-poſſible;, unlefs all the Papiſts in France come over 
To help them, which is non-fenſe to' believe ; if there was any 
Fach evil Intention,-as they would make the World:-believe 
there is: | But'it is an old Maxim, Jr « never ſafe-foll»wing the 
"Counſel of ow Enemy. Jer. 126, 9 7 "+80 

'2 O Sirs1: Let vs all joyn hands and hearts with his Gracious. 
"Majeſty in this Glorious Work of the Lord ( for which God 
has raiſed Him up) in chooſing ſuch honeſt, able, ſober, grave 
ſage Men of all ſorts, to fir in Parlizment, as may break the 
Gares 6f "Braſs in'pieces,” and cht-in finder the: Bars 'of Iron; 
namely; In Repealing and Absliſhing a!l theſe ſinful Te «amd 
Penal Laws, that are ſo Abominable-in the ſight-of God, and"fo 
Diſhotovrableto the Chriſtian Religion, and fo Deſtructive to 
the whole Body Politick of the Nation ; and to turn this Glo- 
rions Chriſtiar Eiberty'into a Perpetual Law-or Magna Chairs, 
To be mpre'Unalterable than that was of the Medes and Perſe- 
#ns; thatthe Generations that come after us may have cauſe 
to ble God for it, and 'not' to-Teave: Snares and Yokes as a 
Curſe for our Ignorance or Wilfulneſs, to our Poſterity ; but 
*that England nay give Laws by Patternor Example; to all the 
Kingdoms and Nations round abont vs, "that their Kiogs, theit 
"Nobles; and (Gentry, ' and all 'Inferivar-Mapiſtrates,,may Imi- 
tare durs;' and that his Majeſty's Name thay be fet'vp as a Ao 
ment of Clemency and Goodnefs' to all 'fature Generations, 


3 Cyrics Cbis' Type) is. |» 


' 
# 4+ 


"0 | Now, 
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Now, 'Dexr Gentlemen, | Us hope what T hive written, wilt 

not DD Olect 63-264 Rokne: iow honeſt Man of the Church of 
. or any gay gray for 1 _ 

in aff my Diſcourſe, eſpecially the Ed 
ſach, bat agaiuſt alf thoſe Pen! Lews and Tefts 
id rhemſetves;, and alſo againſt that Spicir of Perfocurion that 
has ſo long Raped among vs,. and that has ruined and undone 
ſo many gs of Petfons and Families, and brought ſo 
much-Poverty, mar Poker, er tb Trade upon vs, which 
is that which all. ſober, honeſt Peopte, as well of che Churct 
of Englend, as others, j have Kay Chama, Bord crab | 
t Preaching : Good, then ougnt not 
to have Condemned thzm by io oong or Preaciing ogain®t. 


ne Toi an 1 Fiend 
not.to be r t 
wy be ſo harſh. td te rk mn gh lictte of 


the prank part of Perſecurion. and, ,Opprefſion Cinftead of 
much thar was ae) be © grievant bh. to, any . Perſons. to hear, 
. eſpecially them that are the an@rhat was Guil 
thereof ; Then bow pe age 4 Drevdfug wuft it be to 
thofe many thouſands of dear Souls thar haye found and \-rhn the 


ſad Effeets of it, by ſufferi : 
i an? Bed fo man x Von rh ve an Gon: 


Lhope 1.tiave good Aathority from che Word: of God 
for wifar I havehere written, and alfo from his Majeſty*s Gra- 
. cious Declaration for Loberty wages # Io Conſcience, to declare my Con- 
ſcience in this Matter at chis * And that is the two chief - 
Reaſons» t er. with the E-rneft Deſire of. ſeveral ſober, 
honeſt Men, tha prevailed with me-to Print it 3 they Todging, 
that it might he of ſome uſe ar this Tun&ore of Time. 
am not againſt the continoation of all rhe RE as 
Penal Laws and Te#5 of the Land; but for the- continuance of 


them. 

'Now if ] am miſtaken in my Ju odgrnets I humbly beg your 
Pardon; that is,. if I have Judged any. ofie of theſe Spiriruat 
Pendl Laws and Tefts tobe Sinful, which are nor 10; but this 
I hall humbly leave to God, in the firſt place; and'in the ſecond, 


to his Majeſty ; and in the third place, to the 'Two Honourable 
F Houſes 


= 


all, ajnpar Ras iocy of God, and.then they. 6annot. by 


Yaalerabil by Manz which is the only wayzo cement and unite , 
e whole Nation in Love- and AﬀeCtion, ,which can 'never hg , 
theſe, and. make; a Common Inter 

veL under the Government, and then:if one Party did begin to . 


iq Non-{en(s 


can or will go out. The old Maxim has been, Unite and” 
Streng1ken;z and on the other hand, Divide and Deſtroy—— But . 
. Now. it ſeems to be quite Reverſed 3 namely, to keep up the 
very 


- + #3 . y 4 : [4 }3 ) , ; 
ery Fonridation'or Cauſe of Diviſion on foot——which is to 
Pfvide-to Stren then; and the Abvliſhing of which 'Laws would 
de to Unite,” which'ts to-Deſtroy or Weaken, which 1 cannot 


© » 


/ I will aſſyre yon for tay part, if1 had 'an Eſtate in Abby 
Lands; 1 fhoufd look upon it to be” better ſecnred if the Peral 
Laws were takenraway and Aboliſhed, than I ſhould'if the Gid 
' Laws'ſh6uld be contiaved; - --+ 6 ne 
© But another great and main thing of all is this;'natnely; 
That God hath a Controverſie with the Nation for theſe things 
3s wellas for all other Sins, and therefore norhing bit a univer- 
fal Unfeigned Repentance and thorow Reformation, next. uitd 
the Blood of Chr:#?, can appeaſe the wrath of God, arid fave 
ns from-utter Ruine and. DeftruC&ion; and AER Judgments 
that is hanging over our heads and ready to'fall d6wn vpon ws2" 
But it is impoſlible that there can ever be a univerſal Unfeign- 
ed Repentance and thorow Reformation while theſe Laws are 
in Being, which are ſinful in themſelves; for if we repent of all 
ſins but one, and reſolve to retain that one fin, be ic what it will, 
we do not repent truly of any one fin at all, it is no Repen- 
tance, itis but a mocking of God, for one Leak may ſink the 
the Ship if the Pump be not kept going'; I do not- ſpeak this 
without Book , Tee James 2. 10. For whiſoever ſhall keep the” 
gpbole Law, and yet offend in one point, he s guilty of all, Why, 
{o here, to indulge one Sin, is to indulge all Sins; and there- 
fore before the Nation can be united and reconciled to God and 
one another in Love and hearty AﬀeRion, Sin mnſt be aban- 
doned and forſaken, which is the cauſe of all Evils that ſeparates 
usfrom God, and from one another in Love and Aﬀettions 
theſe ſinful Laws muſt be Abolifhed before this can be truly ef- 
feed, which ſhould be the greateſt Motive, and the moſt ſwa- 
five Argument of all with ns all, why we ſhould deſire to have 
ali-theſe ſinfuV/Laws and Teſts aboliſhed. | 

I cannot tell which.io admire moſt, the King's Generoſity in 
his Gracious Readineſs and fixt Reſolntion to have theſe Lawy 
Aboliſhed, or the Averſnefſs of ſome People to part with them, 
who are lezning, upon theſe E-yptioan Reeds, which will picrce 
them through, if they l ave not a cate and come off from them. 


F 2 © this 


with Wrath- 


msto be now 


hr fe 


before the Decree» 
and Judgment, 
ops Ruine. 


travelling 
bring forth 4: that. our Iniquity may not prove- 


_ Poltfcript. 
Gentlemen, | _— "or : 
'F Ou: that were: Perſecators, ( that call your 
felves Chriſtians, and of. the Church of Eos 
Or hos Suſbendin ap wrote y 
jeſty. for $ ng the Peanet-Leaws 
by virtue of his-Royal Projomative 3 For if it be ible 
that one Party can fiave more reaſon to be Thankful 
to the King for his Gracious Declaration for Liberey of 
hace _ —_— i is.you,, Gemtfemen,. that 
were and'are ſtill of a Perſccutiag. Spirit::-For- | 
which is the greateſt Favour, Don ferve-a Man if his 
Riches, or. to make a Man Rich that was Poor ? Pray 
which is the greateſt kindneſs, in the BffeQ of it,. to 
preſerve an honeſt Man from being Ruined and Undone, ' 
and ſo Deſtroyed, or to make them ( wicked men ) 
honeſt, that would have ruined and undone him; and 
fo Deſtroyed him-? Which is- the greateft kindneſs, 
to preſerve an Honeſt man in his- Honeſty, or. ro make 
of _ yes. mmm Indeed, — His: 
Maje 25 wrought more upon you 10 ons litt 
Sermon, by a few Pithy Lines in his Gracious Decta- 
ration, than all the Sermoas that ever you heard read 
in your lives . before, mr the Church of Exgierd; for 


many of” their Preachers- { though fame of them 2:6 
Moderate. 


- 


(gb) 
'Moderate and Good men.) were for Daubing with:that 
-perſecuting untempered Mortar, and for ſewing of Pil- 
Jlows-under all Arme«holes:.-Ezek. 13. 16,1, 12, 13, 14, 
17,18. They healed alſo the Hurt of the Daughter of my 
People ſlightly, ſaying Peace, peace, 4 # -mo Peace, 


Jer: a . pages - of  roubng 
Spirit -( far fris zto or yi that IF ſpeak -here ) 
. above all Men ſhavid + No eſty' Shins off and 
Aboliſhing of all theſe Penal Lavs and Tefts, as much 
-asS a Sick Perſon ſhould be for the Phyfician'to- remove 
thevety cauſe of his: Diſeaſe, for- fear:'of;a Relargy: 
Nothing can:/Cure: the Plague of Perſecution, under 
God, bur an: A& of Abolition ;. that.is the only Sove- 
raign: Antidote againſt this Contagious Diſeaſe; for if 
the Cauſe remain, your old.Diftemper may-relapſe,up- 
on. you -again.,; and that may: prove Mortal .unto 
you. Mats. 12; 43, 444.45. When the unclean Spirit is 
Lore ont of a man, hewalketh through ary. places, ſeeking 
reft and findeth none; they he ſaith, I will return into 
my Houſe from whence 1,came out; andwhen he findeth it 
empty, ſwept and garniſhed, thew goeth he and taketh with 
himſelf ſeven other Spigits more wicked than himſelf, and 
they enter in und; dwell there, and the lait Hate of that 
men is worſe than the firſt.: Even ſo ſball it be alſo unto 
8his wicked Generation.. Thus you ſee how dangerous a, 
thing a Spiritual relapſe is, whatever thoſe ſmooth 
Teachers ſay, that-ſew Pillows under.your., Arm. holes, 
and boulſter.you up in'your Perfecatipg; violent, per- 
verſe Spirit; who have told thoſe that were Magiſtrates, 
from under; their SourndingBoards, That they were 
Forſworn if they .did not put the Laws 1n: Execution. 
*gainſt the Diſſenters., Bug his, GraciousMajeſty (the 
Lord Reward him for it with-the Dew of : Heayen, fog 
© pFy S104 | _ 
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the Fatneſs of: the Earth). = rended thoſe Pillows airy: 
Bouffters'away again from tham,\Bed-and. all ; and is. 
makipg. of. you- Honeſt-mery whether -you will or. no.- 
His Majeſty: has: proved-the.g20d: Samaritan ;, Theres | 
fore. you-have'the moſt Reaſon now at this time to offer 
50G Sacrifice of Lives and: Fortunes by., way of thanks». 

ul: Acknowledgment* to his Majeſty, for his Benign 
Goodneſs unto. you. ia working fo: great 4: Cure. upon. 
you; \ for He bath cured you that. were-Perſecutors, of... 
a. diſtempepthac has coſt many aMan his Neck at, they: 
Tripte-Tree.z.only. young had the, Sangtion of 4 Lew; tho, , 
more/thatvever God. made, or appointed... - And hereig.. 
his Majeſty, Excels all his-Royal Predeceſſars, ſince they- 
could only cure the King's Evil (as-it-is.called )——» 
But his. preſent, Majeſty has cured the 'Peoples Ewil. toog | 
and lhope.will ( before He hath done ) abſolutely cure ; 
(-beyond hazard of Relapſe). that. old . Parliamentary. 
Diſeaſe or Evil, alſo, of forcing Mens. Conſciences, to 
ſuch and ſuch notions of Religion. - Even like-the- good 
Samaritan (in Luke x0..30:) His Gracious Majelty;: 
has by his Healing Declaration for Liberty of Conference, 
dd the poor wounded Diſſenters of all ſorts. * The 

Text is {6 appoſite to-thispurpole, thar I cannot bur 

recite it at large, and recommend it to Conſideration. 

Atertits Man went down from Jeruſalem 80 Jericho, and - 
fell among T hieves, - which #ript him-of - his Rayment, and * 
wounded him, and departed, kaving bim half dead. . Ang... 
by thance there came down a certain Prieſt that way, and; 
when he (aw hmmyhe paſſed by an the other fide. And likewiſe . 
a Levwite, when. he was «t the place; came attd \looked 01; 
hims, \and pafſed by onthe other :ſide + (Here wag but cold 
comfort fromthe CHURCH-M EN.) But a certain 
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was, and when 


he” 
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! ſaid, He that = 


incely 
f Confrencs, bur 
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Ha Is REIN Nations in-Pezce and. 

refore* let every *Frue- PIE! thereums 
hearttly lay, AM E N. 
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